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	Criterion
	Outstanding
	Meets all of the basic requirements of the assignment
	Falls short of the basic requirements of the assignment
	Unacceptable

	Overall Assessment


	Outstanding; work is distinguished by its completeness, thoroughness, and creativity, originality /  special insights
	Meets all of the basic requirements of the assignment. Level of work is best characterized as solid and well thought out.
	Falls short of meeting the basic requirements of the assignment (i.e., lacks a clear thesis) 
	Work that does not meet the minimum requirements for the assignment. 

	Depth and Breadth


	Information is presented accurately, in depth and demonstrates original thinking 
	Some original thinking is evident, though it may not be at the depth or extent seen in “A” work. Covers important issues accurately and adequately.
	There is no indication of original thinking or creative use of the information. Important points are missing and discussion is minimal.
	Writing is so vague and ambiguous that no clear argument emerges.

	Organization
	The writing is clear, logical, and internally consistent. Powerful introduction, clear thesis, smooth transitions, and logical conclusion.
	Writing is generally clear and consistent. Has an introduction, thesis, transitions, and conclusion.
	The writing lacks an introduction, thesis, transitions, or conclusion. Or lacks internal consistency or logical flow.
	No organization is evident.

	Variety of Sources
	Multiple and varied citations including primary research articles. Citations format correct and consistent.
	Cites text appropriately. Uses text and web sources primarily. Citation format correct.
	Cites text or web sources exclusively, not always appropriately. Citation format incorrect.
	Information presented is sloppy or no use of sources. Incorrect citation format.

	Grammar and Mechanics
	Spelling and grammar are accurate.
	Spelling and grammar are mostly accurate.
	Spelling and grammar have few errors. 
	Multiple grammatical errors.
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