Professor Katherine Snyder

English 130D, spring 2009

Final Exam Format, Sample IDs, and Essay Question

*  Bring two blue books with you to the final exam.  Do not make any marks in or on your blue books prior to the exam; we will collect and redistribute these books before the exam begins.

*  Make sure to write legibly; you cannot receive credit for answers that can't be read! 

*  You will have 2 hours to complete the exam.

Part I   =  40% of exam grade = 12 out of 13 IDs

Part II  =  60% of exam grade =  essay question

Part I: Identifications


Identify 12 out of the following 13 passages by author and title of text.

Sample ID #1.  Yes, she was pretty, distinctly pretty; and to-night her face seemed really vivacious. She had that look that no woman, however histrionically proficient, can successfully counterfeit--she looked as if she were having a good time. He liked the way she had her hair arranged, wondered if it was brilliantine that made it glisten so. And that dress was becoming--a dark red that set off her shadowy eyes and high coloring. He remembered that he had thought her pretty when she first came to town, before he had realized that she was dull. Too bad she was dull--dull girls unbearable--certainly pretty though.

Sample ID #2.  The first thing that happened to her, a charlatan dentist took out all her good shining teeth and the fifty dollars she had saved working in a canning factory.  After that she met men in the park who told her how to look out for herself, corrupting her peasant mind, teaching her to mistrust everyone.  Sometimes now she forgets to mistrust everyone and gets taken in.  They taught her to get what she could for nothing, to count her change, to go back if she found herself cheated, to demand her rights.

Part II:  Essay

Pretend that you are the editor of a new anthology of American Literature from the 1900-1945 period.  You must select four of the ID passages from Part I to include in your anthology (it will be a very short anthology!), and then explain your choices, either in the form of a letter addressed to your publisher or a preface addressed to your readers.  

You may want to focus your anthology on one of our unit themes—the "New Woman," the “New Immigrant,” the "New Negro,” or the “New Masses”—or on a topic we have discussed within or across one of these units.  Some possibilities include:  authenticity, double consciousness, the melting pot myth, passing, manhood, motherhood, mobility, home and homelessness, or you can choose your own organizing theme for your anthology.  

Whatever your principle for selection and organization is, you should relate your chosen texts and theme to the larger context of modern American experience and identity.  What do these texts tell us about early 20th century American culture and literature, and how does grouping them together in an anthology reveal their similarities and differences?  

You may, of course, discuss thematic and formal issues that shape the full texts from which these excerpts are drawn, but you should also make sure that you discuss these excerpts themselves in some detail, considering such elements as narrative technique, voice, perspective, imagery, figurative language, etc...  The point here is not to catalogue the literary devices in each passage, but to indicate how these formal features contribute to the significance of the text as a whole, and how they contribute to the impact and significance of your anthology for its readers.

If you choose passages drawn from the three texts on which you have already written essays for the course, make sure that your fourth text is by a different author.
