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Activating History 
of Art Teaching: 
Bringing Connect, 
Capstone, and 
other Student 
Research 
Experiences into 
the Curriculum



Art History is for Everyone



Histart 198: Connect in 
History of Art
Ran in Fall ‘21, 1-unit 
course designed for 
incoming transfer 
students intending to 
major in History of Art

Lead: 
Prof. Anneka Lenssen
GSR: 
Angela Pastorelli-Sosa

Our flyer!



Class session 1
Survey:



What would you do first to embark on a 
research project?
A:



You belong in 
art history

Seen here: 
Class #7: Roundtable on Internships 
(Career emphasis)



Histart 193: Capstone 
Experience –Guided 
Research & Exhibition 
Project
Currently running it, Spring 
’21. 4-unit course designed 
for majors and minors 
interested in gaining 
experience pursuing 
original research based on 
archives, artifacts, and 
structures on Berkeley’s 
campus

Lead: Prof. Jun Hu



Class session in Bancroft with 
Theresa Salazar (Curator, Western 
Americana)



Student A (Senior, graduating in 
Fall 2022; Transfer)

“One museum visit is not a 
research experience; being able 
to return and continue to return 
to a group of objects multiple 
times, each time with new 
questions and new things to see 
specifically, affords me a true 
experience of what research is 
like.”



Student B (Senior, graduating in Summer 
2022; Transfer):

“Transferring to Berkeley in my junior year 
and hearing that it’s a research school, I 
didn’t, however, know what research is. Now 
actually getting the opportunity to go into the 
archive, to have the stuff, and request the 
stuff…I finally know what it’s like to be an art 
historian. In other classes, we study painting, 
sculpture, etc., but we don’t actually work on 
the thing itself. I am now trying to learn more 
about art conservation as a career; I am also 
considering becoming an archivist. I finally 
figured out what I want to do with my life.”

“This is the humanist’s equivalent of being on 



Student B (Senior, graduating in Summer 
2022; Transfer):

(cont.)

“This is the humanist’s equivalent of being on 
a team and working in a lab. Art history can 
be very isolating, as we tend to work on our 
own. Students need reminding that they work 
in an environment where they can work with 
one another.“



Challenges 
revealed 

INTERMEDIATE TERM

* Budgeting for the life of our 
public projects

LONGER TERM

* Faculty teaching load. Given 
the expected teaching loads (8 
units a semester), who can 
teach a 1-unit course of 2-unit 
course and how should it be 
counted?

* Potential impact on GSIs

SHORT TERM

* Accessing collections in 
Bancroft during COVID-19 
protocols (limited number of 
research appointments; no 
existing priority for students or 
coursework)



What’s next?
In Fall 2022, Professor Lenssen 
will run a new version of our 
required Theories & Methods 
course (Histart 101)

Our department working group 
continues to develop proposals 
for a full curricular redesign with 
an emphasis on discovery, 
research skills, and a scaffolded
series of theories & methods 
seminars.



Q: How will we evaluate 
success?



A1: Refine our problem
Are we seeking to increase our number of 
majors? A: Not necessarily, but we do want to 
increase our enrollments

Are we seeking to better train our majors? A: YES, 
we must. Our curriculum should include 
opportunities for students to acquire discipline 
specific skills in reading, research, and analysis.

A2: Plan for multi-year 
assessment
Create an exit survey for majors upon graduation, 
posing similar questions to our “intake” survey for 
the Connect course. How would they define and 
pursue a research question? Where to start? 


